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Stellingen behorend bij het proefschrift getiteld The Duchenne Brain 
 
 
1. Structural cerebral alterations and reduced cerebral perfusion are  a newly-discovered key 
component of the disease pathology in Duchenne muscular dystrophy. (This thesis) 
 
2. In contrast to structural changes, resting concentrations of the major metabolites in the Duchenne 
brain are not different to those in age-matched controls. (This thesis) 
 
3. DMD gene expression in the brain is regulated very differently for each dystrophin isoform across 
development, which adds to the complexity level of the neuropathophysiology. (This thesis) 
 
4. Cumulative loss of dystrophin isoforms leads to a higher risk of a more severe cerebral 
pathophysiology and cognitive phenotype. (This thesis) 
 
5. Duchenne muscular dystrophy is not a cerebellar disorder. (in reply to the question posed by 
Cyrulnik S.E. and Hinton V.J. Neurosci. Biohav. Rev. 2008;32(3)486-96)  
 
6. A multidisciplinary network of researchers, clinicians and patients working together is essential to 
begin to understand the multidimensional networks of the developing brain. 
 
7. Images speak to the imagination and it is through visualization that insight is gained. (Inspired by 
a quote by Ben Schneiderman, 1999) 
 
8. The biggest obstacle to discovery is not ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge. (Daniel J. 
Boorstin, The Washington Post, January 1984) 
 
9. The happiest people don’t have the best of everything, they make the best of everything.  
 
10. We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, but we should not forget that he is someone 
today. (modified from a quote by Stacia Tauscher-Demler, 2010) 
 
